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Who harn't heard Besthoven's Ode to JorT While musicologist locate Luodwif van Week 7
Beethoven a8 the last master of complex compositions, two film producers lecate him

im (ke last vears of & vexing, miserable life. Over the next seven weeks, This subject

discovers why Besthowen's life averflowed with Anxi#ly caused By coaative work

family matters, social restrictions and bealth problems. For anyome interested in

Beethoven: Character, Cultural Restrictions, and his "Immeortal Beloved”
A mystery worth exploring, two interesting films have been made that depict conflicting views on the characterization of
composer Ludwig van Besthoven. While both films expose his life of extracrdinary musical productivity, and exasperating
pevchotio episodes coused by deafness, these films diverge in their portrayal of Besthoven's astonishing levels of anxiety
Was it brought about by his Job-like infirmity coused by acute deafness, or was it a mysterious woman that frustrated him
with unrequited lowe? At the center of Director Bemard Bose's Immortal Beloved, Johanna van Besthoven is believed to be
the chject of Beethoven's "immaortal beloved" letters, found in his spartment wpon death. The problem with Rose's theory
results from the facts: thers's no credible evidenos that Johanna, Besthoven's mmuch dl:u]:-:i.led. sater-in-law, was his immaortal
beloved. And at the center of Director Agmieszka Holland's Copying Beethoven, she exposss the masstro's foous on creating
Ode to Jay, his ninth and final symphomy, all the while living in unbearable artistio isclation because of hearing loss. While
it has been said that the "ereative power of his compositions broke the mold for
olassical mmsic forever,” the facts remain that the milisu arcund Besthoven's
life centers cn family battles and a heightensd frustration caused by cultural
restrictions that bruised and barred him from functioning in the very sccisty
that revered him. For anyones interested in contemplating their cwm lives to see

some kind of Blueprint emerge, the details of the maestro's life will exposs an
cooupaticnal trivmph over the human condition rarely seen except through
the lens of history. The example of Besthowven's life will males you ask yourself:
What is life really about?

Owver the next seven weeks, we'll discover why musicologist lecate Lodwig van
Beethoven as the last great master of clamical music, and how the last years of his
life was flled with a heightened sense of extracodinary amiecy,




